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“There is a single light of science, and to brighten it anywhere is to brighten it everywhere.” 
Isaac Asimov 

 
Science and its interconnected fields of study are everywhere.  And as our students quickly come 
to learn at our school, Science is a way of knowing and thinking about the natural and physical 
components of the world in which they live.  Within the curriculum we offer at St. Francis de 
Sales, our students conduct scientific investigations and explorations which involve the use of 
“inquiry skills”. The development of this skill-set allows the students to experience the circular 
process of Science.  What our students learn is that the conclusions that are discovered within 
any experiment can steer them back to the original question and then lead to even more 
questions.  By formulating their own questions, by planning and conducting investigations, our 
young scientist’s build a new understanding and a deeper base of knowledge. This circular 
process of intellectual thought helps raise their critical thinking, reasoning, and decision-making 
skills. 
 
As a signature event offered within our program, St. Francis’ S.T.E.M. Fair provides our middle 
school scholars a hands-on, minds-on experience which combines elements of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math. In “doing science”, our young people further develop their 
ability to ask questions, collect information, organize and test their ideas, problem-solve and 
apply what they have learned, all while using tools of technology throughout the planning and 
presentation stages of their experiment. Our S.T.E.M. Fair program serves as a useful platform 
for making sense of the world that surrounds our students.   
 
On behalf of SFdS, I would like to congratulate the following S.T.E.M. Fair winners:  
 
Eighth Grade: 1st Place – Caroline Scott (Does Elevation Affect the Urban Heat Island Effect?; 
2nd Place – Casey Mull (Egg Strength); 3rd Place – Alex Miller (Plasma Power 3.0) 
 
Seventh Grade:  1st Place – Jack Henry Tucker (Germs Be Gone!); 2nd Place – Timmy 
Synowiec (It’s a Hot Topic!); 3rd Place – Sara Alessandrini (How Does the Strength of a Magnet 
Vary in Different Temperatures?) 
 
Sixth Grade: 1st Place – Ron Darling (Detecting Fingerprints with Iodine Gas); 2nd Place – 
Charlie Lagueux (Which Antacid Works Best?); 3rd Place – Olivia Johnson (How Soil’s 
Resources Affect Water Pollution) 
 
As with all programs, we rely on the gift of dedicated adults to shepherd and guide our young 
people.  To this point, I would like to extend my profound appreciation to our Science teacher, 
Debbie Traum. In addition, I would like to thank her thoughtful group of celebrity S.T.E.M. Fair 
judges: Tom Jones, Karen Verbeke, Mike Shealey, Dennis Traum, Roger Eichenmiller, Michael 
Scott and five of his SU graduate students. 
 
This week, we pray for the inquisitive mind and curious hands of our young scientists. Science is 
everywhere! 
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